SAICM/ICCM.5/Bureau.2/2

SAICM/ICCM.5/Bureau.2/2

	[image: 2logos_H]
	SAICM/ICCM.5/Bureau.2/2

	[image: #logo-title]
	
Distr.: General
22 November 2016

English only


Second meeting of the Bureau of the 
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Item 4 of the provisional agenda[footnoteRef:1]* [1: *SAICM/ICCM.5/Bureau.2/1] 

Update by the secretariat on activities undertaken since the first meeting of the Bureau


Compilation of regional and sectoral consultation reports, April 2016 – November 2016 
Note by the secretariat
1. The secretariat has the honour to circulate, in the annex to the present note, the compilation of reports from webinars held from April to November 2016 with SAICM stakeholder groups regarding SAICM implementation and other follow-on work since the first meeting of the Bureau.  The compilation includes reporting from the Latin America and Caribbean region, the IOMC and Industry sector.

2. [bookmark: _GoBack]The Bureau may wish to review the progress reports and discuss approaches to further enhancing stakeholder responsibility in the implementation of SAICM in moving forward, consistent with the Overall Orientation and Guidance for achieving the 2020 goal and the in light of the upcoming meeting of the intersessional process for considering SAICM and the sound management of chemicals and waste beyond 2020.


ANNEX
I. LATIN AMERICAN AND CARIBBEAN REGION

Report of the Second LAC Regional Webinar on SAICM 27 July. 2016

· Welcome and Roll Call
1. Mr. Muhammed Omotola, Assistant Programme Officer from the SAICM Secretariat, called the meeting to order at 9:07 am (Atlantic Standard Time).  Mr. Omotola welcomed the participants and introduced Mr. Philip Pile, the SAICM Regional Focal Point for Latin America and the Caribbean (SAICM RFP), who chaired the meeting.
2. Mr. Pile welcomed the participants and thanked them for their attendance.  He introduced Mr. Jordi Pon from the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean (ROLAC), who provided consecutive translation for the webinar.  Subsequently, Mr. Pile conducted a roll-call.
3. The SAICM RFP then invited Ms. Leticia Reis de Carvalho, the representative for the Latin American and the Caribbean on the Bureau for the 5th session of the International Conference on Chemicals Management (ICCM5), to say a few words.  Ms. Carvalho encouraged the attendees to continue their efforts to implement SAICM and improve the management of chemicals nationally and throughout the region.
· Purpose of webinar
4. Mr. Pile outlined the objectives of the webinar.  He indicated that the webinar served to:
· raise awareness about an initiative by the SAICM Secretariat regarding the overall orientation and guidance (OOG) document;
· share information about environmentally persistent pharmaceutical pollutants (EPPPs); and
· provide an update on the preparations for the meeting on the inter-sessional process for considering SAICM and the sound management of chemicals and waste beyond 2020.
5. Afterwards, he began discussions regarding the implementation tables for the OOG.
· Implementation Tables for the OOG
6. Mr. Pile presented an overview of the OOG, the reason for the implementation tables and how the collected information will be used.  He informed participants that:
· the aim of the OOG was to provide direction and identify approaches for all stakeholders of the SAICM towards ensuring that by 2020 chemicals are produced and used in ways that minimize significant adverse impacts on the environment and human health;
· the OOG included concrete elements required at the national level to achieve sound chemicals management to support the implementation of the Overarching Policy Strategy of SAICM;
· the implementation tables was an initiative arising from ICCM4 that the SAICM Secretariat was undertaking to gather information to support the SAICM national focal points to undertake the action points set out in the OOG; and
· the collected information will also assist the SAICM Secretariat in reporting on SAICM implementation.
7. Mr. Pile further informed the attendees that he had distributed the implementation tables for the OOG to the national focal points on June 9, 2016 and that the Secretariat had included a link to the table in the reminder for the webinar, which was sent on July 22, 2016.  He encouraged the national focal points to:
· complete the implementation tables with the input of representatives from industry, health, trade union, civil society organizations and other relevant stakeholders; and
· email the completed forms to him by September 30 for onward submission to the Secretariat.
8. Mr. Omotola from the SAICM echoed the comments of Mr. Pile and emphasized the importance of providing the requested information to the Secretariat and the implementation of SAICM in general.
9. The floor was then opened for comments or queries.  Ms. Carvalho provided an update on the actions being undertaken by Brazil.  She indicated that Brazil was soliciting input from stakeholders in various sectors to complete the implementation tables.  She also added that her country had passed a new regulation, which would help to advance the implementation of SAICM in Brazil.
10. There were no other interventions and the agenda item was closed.
· Environmentally Persistent Pharmaceutical Pollutants (EPPPs)
11. The next agenda item was an update on environmental persistent pharmaceuticals pollutants, which was provided by Ms. Jacqueline Alvarez from the Chemicals and Wastes Branch of the UNEP.
12. Ms. Alvarez stated that resolution IV/2 taken at the fourth session of the International Conference on International Chemicals Management (ICCM4) called for, inter alia, international action on EPPPs.  The UNEP representative proceeded to inform the attendees that UNEP and World Health Organization (WHO) were developing a work plan to address EPPPs.  She explained that the work plan sought to raise awareness and facilitate access to information about EPPPs and involved:
· identifying and collecting existing information (e.g. studies, articles of legislation etc) pertaining to EPPPs; 
· analysing the collected data using an agreed methodology; and
· sharing the finding of the initiative with stakeholders.
13.  Ms. Alvarez also added that the work plan should be completed by October, 2016 and will be circulated to stakeholders for their input.  The floor was opened for comments or queries.
14. Alba-Luz Castro from Colombia stressed the importance of the health sector in the efforts to address EPPPs.  She also queried whether the pharmaceutical industry was involved in the process of developing the work plan.  Ms. Alvarez responded by saying that the pharmaceutical industry was not currently involved but will be involved at a later stage along with stakeholders in the area of academia.
15. Ana Boischio from the Pan American Health Organization acknowledged the difficulty of the work with respect to the management of chemicals and expressed her willingness to assist with the efforts.
16. Leticia Carvalho commented that EPPPs were a challenge for Brazil and that two projects pertaining to EPPPs were currently being undertaken.  She added that she looked forward to participating the process to finalize the work plan for EPPPs.
17. Ms. Lillian Corra from the International Society of Doctors for the Environment (ISDE) mentioned that Peru and Chile undertook initiatives to investigate the presence of EPPPs in surface waters and she opined that there was sufficient evidence for action to be taken to address this class of pollutants.  Dr. Corra also indicated that efforts were under way to develop educational tools on EPPPs and identified possible areas of collaboration between her agency and UNEP.  The areas identified were research and education.
18. Ms. Alvarez thanked the participants for interventions and indicated that she could be contacted if there were additional queries or comments.
· Update on the inter-sessional process
19. Mr. Pile called on Muhammed Omotola from the SAICM Secretariat to provide and update on the preparations for the meeting on the inter-sessional process and the sound management of chemicals beyond 2020.
20. Mr. Omotola described a time line of the major activities that will be undertaken over the next four years which would include an evaluation of SAICM over the period 2006 to 2015 and meetings of the intersessional process for SAICM and sound management of chemicals and waste beyond 2020 and the third session of the open end working group [see Annex I].  The representative of the SAICM Secretariat informed participants that the consultant for the evaluation of SAICM will be announced soon.  With respect to the first meeting of the inter-sessional process scheduled for February 7-9, 2017, Mr. Omotola indicated that the invitations will be circulated in early September and that 5 countries from GRULAC will receive financial assistance to participate at the meeting in accordance with resolution IV/4 of the Conference.
21. Ms. Leticia Carvalho commented that the independent evaluation should take into consideration the types of projects supported by funding from the first round of the Special Programme.
22. There were no other interventions.
· Any other business
23. Under the agenda item of ‘any other business’:
· Mr. Pile indicated that he circulated a request from the SAICM Secretariat for information on endocrine disrupting chemicals and highly hazardous pesticides. He encouraged the national focal points to submit the requested information to the SAICM Secretariat by August 5, 2016.
· A request was made to organize a webinar on pesticides management in general. The proponent believed that such as webinar would be beneficial to the region.
· Mr. Jordi Pon provided an update on meeting of environment ministers, which was held in Colombia.  He mentioned that the ministers had agreed to establish an intergovernmental committee on chemicals and wastes.  He also mentioned that SAICM was reflected at the meeting by the assembly agreeing to:
· promote risk reduction measures;
· undertake the six work areas identified in the OOG; and
· take part in the inter-sessional process.
· Closure of the meeting
24. Mr. Omotola and Mr. Pile thanked:
· Mr. Pon for providing the consecutive translation for the meeting;
· Ms. Alavarez for providing the update on the work being done to address EPPPs;
· the Secretariat of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions for facilitating the meeting via their web platform; and 
· the participants for attending.
25. Mr. Pile also thanked the SAICM Secretariat for its role in organizing and participating in the meeting.  He continued to inform the participants that he will prepare and circulate draft minutes of the meeting for their review and comment.
26. Finally, Mr. Pile thanked everyone once again for attending and closed the meeting at 10:55 am (Atlantic Standard Time).
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II. IOMC
Inter-agency Meeting on Sound Chemicals Management

Tuesday, 10 May 2016, Geneva, Switzerland

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY


The “Inter-agency Meeting on Sound Chemicals Management” was held on Tuesday, 10 May 2016, in Geneva, Switzerland. The one-day special event, convened by the Inter-Organization Programme for the Sound Management of Chemicals (IOMC) and hosted by UNEP, brought together 25 participants from 16 different agencies and Secretariats. 

The goal of the meeting was to provide an opportunity for direct dialogue between interested agencies and organisations and consider collaboration on the way forward towards the 2020 goal and beyond, in the context of the SDGs and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

Topics Discussed and Agreed Action Points
During the meeting, participants considered three specific issue areas: 

(1) Activities and Interests of Agencies towards implementation of the “Overall Orientation and Guidance for Achieving the 2020 Goal” (OOG) of the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management (SAICM)

Many agencies indicated that they undertook activities related to many, and in some cases all, of the SAICM OOG six core activity areas and eleven basic elements, often in partnership with other agencies; and a number of interesting subjects were identified that could benefit from strengthened collaboration. The meeting agreed to contribute their planned activities relevant for the OOG via a combined IGO table, based on efforts initiated by the IOMC. 

(2) Possible contributions to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) from a Sound Chemicals Management perspective

Many agencies indicated they were mapping their work against the SDGs and also looking for new partnerships and ways to contribute; it was also highlighted that it would be important to focus on and support national level activities and SDG implementation plans. The importance of strategically aligning projects more closely to the SDGs was also identified, along with the need to use less technical and more SDG-relevant language when discussing the linkages between the SDGs and sound chemicals management. 

(3) Consideration of next steps, including possible identification of areas for collaboration between organizations and processes for follow-up actions    

Many agencies indicated the usefulness of continuing to meet in this format, around one time per year, for purposes of coordination, sharing information, and obtaining feedback on new activities. It was suggested that using the SAICM OOG implementation table could also help identify some priorities for further work, identify gaps, and possibly establish new partnerships or collaborative work. It was agreed that this process would continue to meet as necessary, one time per year and back-to-back with other relevant meetings (the objectives for the next meeting could be, for example, to already possibly report on new collaborative projects). 

· For more information about the meeting and the full report, please visit: www.iomc.info


III. INDUSTRY

Industry Stakeholders Call, June 16 2016
Participants:  Greg Skelton, American Chemistry Council, and industry representative to the ICCM-5 Bureau (Chair Lena Perenius, SAICM Secretariat; Brian Doll, ExxonMobil Chemical; Tom Jacob and Alexa Burr, American Chemistry Council; Jessica Bowman, Global Flourocouncil; Csilla Magyar, Dow Chemical; Stefanie Deuser and Vera Boehm, BASF; Richard Sedlak, American Cleaning Institute; Christoph Newman and Robert Hunter, CropLife International; Dominique Werner, ScienceIndustries; Frank Mastrocco, Pfizer; Daniel Caldwell, Johnson & Johnson; Helen Medina, USCIB; Johan Holmqvist, SonyMobile; Steve Sides, International Paint and Printing Inks Council; Alan Kaufman, Toy Industry Association; Erica Logan, Information Technology Industry Council; Mark Herwig, GE.
Purpose: The purpose of the call was to update industry stakeholders on recent developments on SAICM and related activities associated with the sound management of chemicals.
SAICM Bureau Meeting: Greg Skelton briefly recounted the main outcomes from the first face-to-face meeting of the ICCM-5 Bureau, which had been held in Jordan on 16-17 March, noting that a full summary of the Bureau meeting had been circulated earlier.  Next steps on the OOG and Beyond 2020 processes would be discussed later in the call.  The next meeting of the Bureau was scheduled for 7-8 December.  SAICM would also be on the agenda for the OECD Chemicals Committee on 8 November, with a EU/JUSSCANZ regional meeting being planned for 10 November.
Secretariat Update: Lena Perenius provided an update on current and planned Secretariat activities from 2016-2020.  A key objective was expanded stakeholder engagement, and assisting them with implementing the OOG.  The Secretariat (working with the UNEP Chemicals Branch and other IOMC organizations) would also be providing support for further efforts on emerging policy issues, and working to provide a platform/clearing house service to stakeholders in support of SAICM implementation.  Lena Perenius also provided an update on recent relevant events, including UNEP workshops on chemicals and the UN SDGs and the second iteration of the Global Chemicals Outlook, and resolutions on chemicals passed at the World Health Assembly and UN Environment Assembly.  Outcomes from these events will be sent to the industry stakeholder distribution list.  In addition, UNEA side-events had focused on sustainable chemistry and chemicals and climate change.
The OOG and Achieving the 2020 Goal:  Lena Perenius reminded participants of the main features of the OOG, and the main activities identified for industry.  Greg Skelton explained the consultation process around OOG implementation, and asked that industry stakeholders send all input to him by September 30 so that he can consolidate into a single industry submission.  A participant on the call asked what sort of information was requested: what level of detail, etc.  Lena Perenius undertook to consult with Secretariat colleagues and report back.
Intersessional Process for Sound Chemicals Management Beyond 2020:  Greg Skelton noted that a contract for the external strategic review of SAICM had just been finalized.  The report would be reviewed by the Bureau at its next meeting and then used as an input for the intersessional process.  It was likely that two co-chairs would be identified to lead the intersessional process, one from a developed country and one from a developing country.  The first meeting of the intersessional process would take place in February 2017.
Business Sector Engagement:  Lena Perenius gave an overview of work she was leading within the Secretariat to broaden and strengthen industry engagement in SAICM: to “inform”, “engage” and “connect”.  A draft strategy would be available for consultation after the summer.  Discussion on the call focused on what enhanced industry engagement would mean in practical terms.  Greg Skelton highlighted the need for industry stakeholders to better articulate how industry would respond to the “industry engagement” pillar of the UNEP Executive Director’s Integrated Approach to Financing Chemicals and Waste.
Emerging Policy Issues:  Lena Perenius provided the following updates on EPIs:
· Persistent Pharmaceutical Pollutants: no new information.  The pharmaceutical industry expressed interest in remaining closely engaged.  Lena will follow up.
· Chemicals in Products: a representative of the toy industry will join the Steering Committee.  The program is now open for companies to join; a brochure is available.  The Secretariat is looking to facilitate membership and address perceived barriers.
· Endocrine Disrupting Chemicals: UNEP, WHO and OECD were continuing to follow up on the ICCM-4 decision.  A call to stakeholders would be issued to help establish baseline information for further work.  Separately, UNEP was continuing work on awareness raising materials.

Conclusion/Next Steps:  Greg Skelton concluded the call by noting that the minutes and additional information promised during the call, would be circulated in the next few weeks
____________________________________________________
9

image1.png




image2.png
—0—__  Strategic Approach

SAICI tolinternational
N———

Chemicals Management




